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About IGA

The Institute for Gulf Affairs is an independent, nonpartisan organization that disseminates
reliable information about the Gulf region (the Gulf Cooperation Council countries plus Iraq)
and produces thoughtful analyses of Gulf politics and international relations. Based in
Washington, DC, the Institute is at the center of a global network of reliable individuals, some of
whom, due to the closed nature of the Saudi and Gulf political systems, have no other outlet for
their views. In order to fulfill this mission, the Institute:

e Convenes conferences in Washington, where informed analysts debate major issues
concerning the Gulf countries and US-Gulf Relations.

e Conducts independent research and investigations, reports of which are posted on this
website: www.gulfinstitute.org

e Fosters a deeper understanding of the Gulf countries among Washington and
international policymakers and members of the press corps by providing them with up-to-
date and exclusive information, and by putting them in contact with reliable analysts.

e Sponsors task forces whose reports help define the foreign policy agenda.

For contributions, please visit our website:

http://www.qulfinstitute.org/join/support-iga/
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MBS’s Handpicked Grand Mufti: Christians, Jews and Shia are all our Enemies

November 14, 2025

Washington DC — Christians, Jews and the Rafidha (Shia Muslims) are all enemies of Muslims,
according to the recording of the new Saudi Grand Mufti and its top religious authority.

Sheikh Saleh AlFawzan was handpicked by the country’s de facto ruler Mohamed Bin Salman
(MBS), who will been meeting American President Donald Trump next week. American
politicians and pro Saudi academia and media promote MBS as a reformer - as they have done
for every Saudi leader before him

Trump, who voting base is largely Christian and Jewish religious conservatives told MBS in
Riyadh during his first trip abrod in his second term, I like you so much.”

According to Saudi TV AlArabiya, AlFwazan was picked by Prime Minister MBS before a royal
order was issued on October 22 by the ailing King Salman, who has not been seen in public for
over a year. The appointment came following the death of late Mufti Sheikh Abdulaziz Al Al-
Sheikh September 23.

Saudi De Facto Ruler MBS Kisses AlFawzan

3|Page


https://www.alarabiya.net/saudi-today/2025/10/22/%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2405660
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2405660

Even before his appointment as the top religious authority, AlFawzan was embraced by MBS,
who was seen kissing AlFawzan’s forehead during a visit to his house.

AlFwazan is a known extremist who issued similarly hateful and racist statements in writing or
in sermons over the years, against Muslims and non-Muslims alike. One of his most important
areas of influence is education, as he is the author of the K-12 religious subject on monotheism.
The entire Saudi school curricula are extracted from his book "The Book of Tawheed”, in which
he labels most Muslims polytheists and deviants.

This includes the majority Sunni Muslims who adhere to the Ashari school of belief, whom
AlFawzan calls polytheists and the descendants of polytheists. “The Asharis are not from the
Sunna. They get their doctrine from philosophy and logic. They explain away God’s physical
traits. They are not from the people of Sunna.” Source.

AlFawzan is the fourth Saudi state Grand Mufti and holds a rank of a minister. As a Mufti, AlFawzan is
also the head of the Council of Senior Scholars, the General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta,
and the chair of the Supreme Council of the Muslim World League. He is a prolific author of
religious literature and sermons.

Muslim World League, headed by Dr. Mohamed Al-Issa, will be reporting to AlFawzan. Al-Issa
was promoted by several Jewish American organizations such as the Washington Institute, its
longtime head Robert Satloff, and Rabbi Arthur Schneier, who awarded Al-Issa with “Combat
Anti-Semitism Award” in 2020. He was undeterred by Al-Issa’s Anti-Jewish sermons, made
public by the Gulf Institute investigation of hateful ideologies propagated by the Saudi state. In
response to the report, Schneier accused the Gulf Institute of being paid by Qatar.

Al-1ssa, who served as the Saudi minister of justice and the head of its supreme court, was
involved in carrying out mass executions of hundreds of political prisoners and protesters, and
the arrest and torture of many thousands over political crimes and expression.

AlFawzan traveled to the United States in the 1980s to seek treatment for infertility. He does not
have any children.
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https://www.gulfinstitute.org/2020/10/06/saudi-pipeline-of-hate-from-grade-school-to-the-military-to-public-broadcasting/

Excerpts of AlFawzan’s writings and statements:

AlFawzan’s controversial statements are too many to count and extend to calling women “slaves”, but
here are some examples:

1-

In an article in Saudi Minister of Defense, The Muslims Solider”, by Al-Fawzan titled
(Encouraging Unity and Disco going Division) on page 50, he writes; “Before this religion
(Islam), and working with this word, the Arabs were humiliated and divided. And the defeat of
the infidels such as Jews, the Christians and the polytheists.”

AlFawzan added; “These doctrines that contradict the doctrine of God and His Messenger are
what has divided the Muslims and weakened them. It is [a result of] planning and inspiration by
the infidels who incite these sects and plan these doctrines for them in the name of Islam in order
to destroy Islam and Muslims.”

The question: “How can we answer those who say why not allow Christians to build Churches at
our country like they allow us to build mosque at their countries?.” AlFawzan answered;
“Mosque is truth, but churches are falsehood. How can we allow them to establish falsehood in
our countries? But mosques are truth. This is a duty of the people of Earth because they are the
house of God. We carry out truth and prevent falsehood, but if we have an agreement between us,
we allow their pre-existing churches as long as they hide their worship and now show it. They
cannot establish or build any churches. This is forbidden, especially in the Arabian Peninsula,
which is the birthplace of the message and the source of Islam. There will be no two religions in
Arabia like the Prophet Mohamed (Peace be upon him) said. Only Islam will be here, so
falsehood won’t be confused for truth.

This is the secret that we do not allow them (Christians) from building churches because; it is
falsehood, even if we build our mosques at their countries because it is truth, the houses of God.
Source.

Islam and Muslims were strong (during Caliph Omar and Othman rule) until the Jews installed a
Jewish man from Yemen who was called “The son the black woman” Abdullah Ibn Sabba, the
Jew. They sent him to Madina and pretended to be a Muslim during Otman’s rule. He started
cursing Othman in gatherings and ridiculing him. He claimed Islam as a trick, and started to spew
his poison in meetings. Source.

Answering a question if Shia Islam was founded by Abdullah Ibn Sabba, AlFwazan answered,;
“No doubt, yes indeed he was. Rafidah and the Shia in general are divided into groups, Shia from
Majoos (Zoroastrian) and the Shia from the Jews. They all conspire against Islam, the Jews and
the Majoos. They planted Shiaism into Islam to corrupt Islam as they claim. The Jews sent
Abdullah Ibn Sabaa. The first thing he did is the turmoil against Othman. Source
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6- Answering a question if it is permsable to call Shia Muslims our brothers. “We refuse such
statement and seek Allah’s absolution from this. They are not our brothers, by Allah. They are the
brothers of Satan because they insult the Mother of Believers, Aisha, May Allah be accept her,
the wife of the Prophet, the Truthful the daughter of AbuBaker, the Truthful. Source

7- AlFawzan answered the following question: There are people who say there is no problem with
having a Shia or a Jewish friend and they say that Prophet Mohamed visited a Jewish man;
AlFawzan replied, “He visited him to call him for Islam, you ignorant. He visited him to call him
for Islam.” Source.

Notes:

- Rafidha is a derogatory term against Shia Muslims.

- Abdullah Ibn Sabba is a fictional personality and doesn’t exist according to most early and
modern Muslim historians . This includes Dr. AbdulAziz AlHelabi, professor of Early Islamic
History at King Saud University in Riyadh who authored a paper denying the existing of Ibn
Sabba.
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